Treasure

SEEKER

Absolutely joins Matt Goss in his Shoreditch
antiques and interiors shop Pure White Lines
to talk about his love of crafting and discovering

CATHERINE HALES: When did you open Uhe
shop on Haockney Road?

MATT GOS5: We opened Lhis ane abou?t

three months ago. 1've been based down in
Hor=harn in Sussex, o= wie've had a shop
down there for about two years,

(1l Mowe did that one come aboul?

Mix It started when | moved back from
Australia. | was leaching and playing rughy
down in Oz and | had been previously boen a
teacher at 5. Charles College in Kenxington,
=0 1 wad 31 bit of a cancer chamgne [ slaried
a= a shipping container down in Sueaex

on a farm where I'd do lots of different
painting and ageing of furniture for other
shiops. Eventualiy that led Lo ux opening the
firsl shop in Haywards Heath, which was
quiste sucoessiful and lod to a seoond shop in
Horsham. It opened oft one floor and went
to four fooes and then that gave me the
opporiunity to come back into London.

C1l: Why Shoreditch?

MG: Pyve always Bved Eust when Pve fived

m Lordon - all of ry frsends and famaly are
locsied hereand | know o really wel. | used
to spend my Surdnys st Columben Hoad
Market, =0 when the bulding was offered Lo
e | couldr’t resdst jumnping at it

11 The overall look of the shop is pretiy
cokexive. Is there a look that you go for
each time you change stock?

Werds CATHERINE HALES

@@ WIIEN you see
something and 1L.OVE
IT, BUY IT o®

M Not really; [ buy what I'd have in my
own house, 1 do all of the buang and we also
make guite a bot of our stock now. In Lerms
al what we eréate for shops and restaurants,
il is all custom-made in the workshop in
Su=sex where wee hove 5 melal warker a
really pood joiner and good upholsierens,
Whatever people want: different sizes,
colowrs - it can all be tadoned.

Cll: Ko, it's quite bespoke?
Wi Yes, this marble table bere, with the aak
leges | points Lo enormous Wible ], that's made
by ux, and we do it in different dres. We've
just done a 198 dong one for a huge country
house that weighs 1.2 tonnes, We get morne
interesting stull to make too, 1 love poing
out and planning, making sugmestions.

CH: What's been your oddest request?

Vit Crod, to make? Frobably the 190 long
table with the inch-thick top ] mentlioned
before. It wasx just #0 heavy. We had 2 100
mirtre walk (o get it in bocause you couldnr’t
prt aocees around the walled gardens, It
took cight of us to carry it. Wit managed wo
build i =0 it came in two pleoes bl it was
one of those delbveries where vou Lhink, 'Ok
my Crod, 1 can’t wast for this Lo be over” But
its adso rdoe because it'H probably be there
fior 100 yeand

CH: Da you buy many of the antigues and
the one-off pleces in the UKY

VG We buy all over Hurope. We bring a
lorry load home every couple of weeks and
because I've been doing & for a while now
've pot somis really good contactx, Ax soon
ax they soe something they think 'l buy
then'll send me the pictures and 'l =y, “Yop,
Tl have that” When 'm over there buying
froen the big fairs in the South of Frarce,
Helgium ard Ialy, we'll always have a van Lo
bring the stull back to the UK.
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oo [ WOULD'NT
like to have A HOUSE
THAT'S kit out in one

FASHION 0@

CH:Ary faveurife pieve thal s come from
Europe?

M My Brvourite piece s my Saint up thorne
Hie' from a church in Bagium ond be was
the first big decorative picce [ bought.

He used to be in rmy bathroom, but since
mving to Londen he's became Loo big

for my bathroom, so now he's in the shop!
Mo jus o interesting one-off purchase,
=omnethirg 'l never fird sgnin and [ like him
sittirg there watching over everything

CI0: Wkl ol you info Dhiz basinesa?®

Wi 1 suppost Td alvays enjoved doings up
ard resoring furmiture and thats what
matinkly ot me into i | Sarled doing work
for other people and once | had a client base
Buzilt, we jist exparded. We alwiys make
supe custormers are happy with what they've
gob und becssse of thi=z they keep coening
BEck, =0 its eanblied us Lo grovs.

{H: Prre White Limes tay prelly argomic?
MGz e, ard o Jot of people will buy really
ol picees and krow that i they ever want
to bring them back for & charge, we cin
hedp with a part exchange or sale, We've got
cusiomers interrsd lonally pow, 2o we send
thing= to Lhe States and all over Evrope -
aur wisbsite helge,

(1: 8o, fhe service i very personal?

WGz Viery You also gef peaple coming in
bioking for vou Lo source bits They serd
pictures of an arca of their house pnd
deseription, Or with Pinterest they'll nd
e 1 pleture of whet they're looking for, ard
theey when | see iLat a fadr | can either buy i
ar corstact them Lo see whit they think and
it ean then pel broughil baek and they'll hiave
Eirsl oplion on it

HOMES & INTERIORS / SPOTLIGHT

e

UH: Doex amyone come in ord say, o reed
womteERing for this room, do vou haoe any
sugRestions”

MGz Yeah, all the time, | love thal, We make
thing= bespake a= well, so i they want o
mirror or sgped plass wes can build semething:
ir Lhiir proferred colour scheme ard siyle.

U1 s yourr oeen bocse full of sfwfT?

VG My house is always really rangent
becmpe everything inthere | sefl Last
month, for instance, | sald my dining table
ard two huge old Easiern European leather
pornmie] horse= that | used a= benehes
nloaysdde 81, w0 e been eating dinmer ofl
rony Lo nerstil 1 el soemething ébae Lt will Bt
ire L abweys sy, "Everything is for sale” You
love everyihing when vou buy i bul that’s
the nature of the jb. Mo matior how much
vou likee i, if someone o loves iL yog will
sl it and you'll find something new, Thats
whal | love doing; the buying is the fun,

CIE: What adeice would you give (o people
Surnizsfing thedr Londomn fomel

i You've abways got bo buy with your gt
Whien v see somiething and vou love it
buy it then and there, ve
had so many people fall

in Jove with something,
come back a day later and
s =old, | also don’y think
you: have to decorsle
your house with only obd
phtot=, you can have a
mibxture. Youve pol Lo
harve two or Lhinee key bits
in & room and ther you
can dress it with modern
piooes.

(11: D you hovea
Japowrite ero”

¥z 1 buy evervihing
from [Tth contury bt=,

"y - THY e o BT COE TREE

e
|

old religious figures nnd statues throwgh
Lo 156 0% really blingy lghting. | Bke to mix
eras, | wouldn't Bke to hovea house tha's
kit out Inope Behibon,

CH: Pee been eyeing up (hose bar siools...
MG Thasy™ve come out of an old brothiel we
cleared in Calogrse in (ermame Wi took

5 lod of the furniture, but they're just the
besst quality bar sioals Pve ever s You
can™t pet anything of that quality ammore,
o with that history. The tolours, the s
of people siting on thern hove aged thesn
reslly nioely. They jusl look cracking

Ul Any wpeoming projects

Mie Pyve gt & 5000 sg £t barn opering in
Bismex. The shop contains antiques afl in

n lovely setling, so peogple will be able Lo
visit us in Sussex and explore while Spoing
on 4 coffee or & plass of prosecco, If people
pre kiting oul sepething =specific therell
bex ot of different cxamples Lo hel

irsepire, und obvicosly ol of the photos

will be online.

Ul Any ocfeb clfenis?

Mz We do everyone. Wetve had o ot of
rughy plavers and we do a bit for the
Enpgland team. We've done footballers,
cricketens, actoes - [ won't put any names
out there but that's one of the things that's
rice aboul the shio: we can cater for
everyoae, We've got everything from E5
cnndles to £20,000 table=. | always lowe
peopke coming in bere and a o of people
just sop in for 8 cup of colfee amd & chat.
Whather they buy somothing or ot they
love kooking arcund and thats what |
always wanted with my shop, Prople can
walk in hene and buy stufl thelr fricraks will
rever have #

45 Havkmey Hoad, B2 TNX;
prereieliitelines oo
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